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MISSION STATEMENT

The life of St Agatha’s School is centred on our Catholic faith, in which we proclaim the Gospel values
such as love, peace and justice which influence all our activities and relationships.

We value and encourage the uniqueness of each child and recognise that everyone has a positive
contribution to make to the life of the school community.

We value worshipping and celebrating together, sharing our Christian witness and building upon
the foundations already established at home where parents are the first educators of their

children.

We aim to;

B encourage the spiritual development and prayer life of each child and help them to
develop their relationship with God

B offer a place where differences and problems are talked through and prayed through
together and where success is shared and celebrated

®  provide a secure and happy environment where quality teaching and learning can take
place

®  deliver a curriculum that meets the intellectual, physical and creative needs of each child
as well as delivering spiritual, emotional and pastoral care

B foster respect for, and recognise the rights of, others regardless of gender, race or ability
and to offer equal opportunities toall

®  value the contribution of home, school, parish, community and diocese in our daily lives

WHAT WE ARE IS GOD’S GIFT TO US WHAT WE
BECOME IS OUR GIFT TO GOD



Rationale

All schools must provide a curriculum that is broadly based, balanced and meets the needs of all
pupils. Under section 78 of the Education Act 2002 and the Academies Act 2010, a PSHE curriculum:

e Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school
and of society, and

e Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.

PSHE provides pupils with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, values and skills they
need in order to reach their potential as individuals and within the community. Pupils are
encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities and experiences across and beyond the
curriculum, contributing fully to the life of their school and communities. In doing so they
learn to recognise their own worth, work well with others and become increasingly
responsible for their own learning. They reflect on their experiences and understand how
they are developing personally and socially, tackling many of the spiritual, moral, social and
cultural issues that are part of growing up.

They learn to understand and respect our common humanity; diversity and differences so
that they can go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential part of
life and learning.

The DfE specified as part of its National Curriculum guidance that ‘All schools should make
provision for personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE), drawing on good
practice’. The review also detailed:

“PSHE remains an important and necessary part of all pupils’ education. We believe that all

schools should teach PSHE, drawing on good practice, and have outlined this expectation in

the introduction to the new National Curriculum” (Written Ministerial Statement: Review of
Personal, Social, Health and Economic education, March 2013).

At St Agatha’s, we choose to deliver Personal, Social and Health Education using Jigsaw-the
mindful approach to PSHE.

Jigsaw PSHE will support the development of the skills, attitudes, values and behaviour
which enable pupils to:

e Have a sense of purpose

¢ Value self and others

e Form relationships

e Make and act on informed decisions
e Communicate effectively

e Work with others

e Respond to challenge



® Be an active partner in their own learning

e Be active citizens within the local community

e Explore issues related to living in a democratic society
e Become healthy and fulfilled individuals

PSHE has clear links with other school policies aimed at promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development, including the:

¢ Anti-Bullying Policy

e Behaviour Policy

e Confidentiality Policy

¢ Drug and Alcohol Education Policy

e Equal Opportunities Policy

¢ Health and Safety Policy

e Computing Policy and Safe Internet Use Policy
e Inclusion Policy

e RE Policy

¢ Safeguarding/Child Protection Policy
e SMSC Policy

e Special Educational Needs Policy

Curriculum

The Jigsaw Programme meets all the outcomes in the PSHE Association Programmes of
Study, 2017.

Being Me in My World
Celebrating Difference
Dreams and Goals
Healthy Me
Relationships
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Please refer to our Relationships and Sex Education Policy for further information on how
we deliver RSE in the summer term using Ten Ten resources which are planned specifically
for Catholic Schools.

Teaching and learning

Jigsaw brings together PSHE Education, emotional literacy, social skills and spiritual developmentin a
comprehensive scheme of learning. Teaching strategies are varied and are mindful of preferred
learning styles and the need for differentiation. Jigsaw is designed as a whole school approach, with



all year groups working on the same theme (Puzzle) at the same time. This enables each Puzzle to
start with an introductory assembly, generating a whole school focus for adults and children alike.
There are six Puzzles in Jigsaw that are designed to progress in sequence from September to July.
Each Puzzle has six Pieces (lessons) which work towards an end product, for example, ‘The School
Learning Charter’ or ‘The Garden of Dreams and Goals’.

Each Piece has two Learning Intentions: one is based on specific PSHE learning
(covering the non-statutory national framework for PSHE Education but enhanced to
address children’s needs today); and one is based on emotional literacy and social
skills development to enhance children’s emotional and mental health. The
enhancements mean that Jigsaw, the mindful approach to PSHE, is relevant to
children living in today’s world as it helps them understand and be equipped to cope

with real life issues. Each year group learns through the puzzles in a way that builds on previous
learning to ensure continuity and broad coverage of PSHE skills across the school from Nursery to
Year 6.

Inclusion

Jigsaw is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity
is part of its philosophy. Teachers will need, as always, to tailor each Piece to meet
the needs of the children in their classes. To support this differentiation, many
Jigsaw Pieces suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the
media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential. To
further help teachers differentiate for children in their classes with special
educational needs, each Puzzle includes a P-level grid with suggested activities for

children working at each of those levels.

Safeguarding

Teachers need to be aware that sometimes disclosures may be made during these
sessions; in which case, safeguarding procedures must be followed immediately.
Sometimes it is clear that certain children may need time to talk one-to-one after the

circle closes. It is important to allow the time and appropriate staffing for this to



happen. If disclosures occur, the school’s disclosure and/or confidentiality policy is
followed.

Please refer to our safeguarding policy for further information.

Assessment

Teachers assess children’s progress in PSHE using the assessment criteria provided by Jigsaw using a
‘best fit’ approach. Informal judgements will also be referred to through every day opportunities in
class and outside in the playground. These assessments are used to highlight areas of success and
achievement as well as identify areas which require further support.

Marking and Feedback

This will usually be through verbal feedback during discussions or in response to reflections children
have recorded in their PSHE journals. PSHE should be a subject that is unmarked in books to support
children’s confidence and promote sharing.

Monitoring and Evaluation

This will be completed through pupil voice, learning walks, reviewing children’s PSHE
journals and through discussions with teaching staff about the Jigsaw programme. The
school has access to live materials from the Jigsaw online portal with up-to-date material
access.



